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Homework 1 
 

Learn keywords  Due date:  Completed? 

Homework 2 
 

Guided Reading 
Activity 

Due date:  Completed? 

Homework 3 
 

Prepare for 
knowledge test 

Due date:  Completed? 



Homework 1 - Learn the keywords below for a mini 
test at the start of next lesson. Fill out the table below 
with the word you are least familiar with. 

 

Keyword Definition  

Playwright A person who writes plays. 

Narrator a person who narrates something, especially a character who 
recounts events 

Dialect A form of language related particularly to a specific region or social 
group 

Isolation The condition of being or feeling alone 

Didactic Intending to teach, particularly in having moral instructions 

Epic Theatre A type of theatre that is didactic and often used to talk about socio-
economic issues  

Dramatic irony When the audience are aware of something that the characters are 
not 

Foreshadowing An indication of a future event or incident  

 

 

 

  

      

 

  

 



Comprehension questions: 

➢ What type of play is ‘Blood Brothers’? 

➢ What does didactic mean? 

➢ Who is the most famous playwright to have explored epic theatre? 

➢ Name other playwrights who have used epic theatre? 

➢ Rephrase this saying in your own words: ‘Art is not a mirror help up to reality, but 

a hammer with which to shape it.’  

➢ What did epic theatre intend to do to the audience? (List three or more) 

Homework 2 – Read the following carefully and 
answer the comprehension questions below. 

Epic Theatre: ‘Blood Brothers’ and Brecht 

• Blood Brothers is a non-naturalistic paly. 

• Willy Russell has created it is a piece of didactic theatre. He intends for it to make us 

think. He wants us to feel for the characters but he always wants us to know that we 

are watching a play and that we should be concerned about more than just being 

entertained.  

• Epic theatre has been used throughout the ages in one form or another. Ancient 

Greeks would use a chorus to narrate the action on stage as did Shakespeare and so 

does Russell. For many hundreds of years, we did not have the technology to make a 

stage, the costumes or lighting to transform us to another place, only the words of the 

writer and the skill of the performers. However, the person most famous for exploring 

“Epic Theatre” and its political use in engaging an audience, was German playwright, 

actor and director Bertolt Brecht.  

•  Brecht stated: 'Art is not a mirror held up to reality, but a hammer with which to 

shape it'. His intention was for ‘the audience [to] hang up their brain with their coats 

in the cloak room.’  

• Epic theatre is a type of theatre that Brecht created in order to challenge the audience 

and make them think about socio-political issues.  

• Brecht believed that within Epic theatre: 

✓ The message should be clear and the audience must be aware all the time that 

it is a play 

✓ It should be un-emotional (that does not mean that the audience will not have 

an emotional response) 

✓ He recognised that while the audience believed in the action onstage and 

became emotionally involved, they often lost the ability to think and to judge.  

✓ He wanted his audiences to remain objective and distant 

✓ Epic Theatre was didactic. This means it was based on morals and made the 

audience think. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Homework 3 – Recap and revise for your knowledge 
test. You may choose to create flashcards, mind maps 
or get family or friends to test you. 



 

 

 

                       

              

       
         
         
                  
                 
                
                

                
              
                
         
              
                 
              
                   
                 
              
                  
                  
          

          

       
              
                  
                 
                  
               
            
                
            
               
           
                 
                  
                
               
                 
                  
               
             
               
                
           

        
            
             
                  
             
         
            

              
               
             
               
              
                
              
            
        
         
             
           
         

                
              
        

        
            
     
              
                 
         
              
             
                
                
                   
               
             
                 
             
               
           
                  
        
           
                
             
                

       

         

           

         

              

                  

                 

                 

           

                

                 

                

                 

                 

              

             

             

         

          

       

                 

              

         

       
          
            
               
                
           
         
                
               
                
               
               
               
               
               
               
          
                
        
            
               
         
           


