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Term 6: Oceans Under Threat

Homework 1 | Learn keywords Due date: Completed?

Homework 2 | Guided Reading Due date: Completed?
Activity

Homework 3 | Prepare for Due date: Completed?
knowledge test




Geography Homework Tasks Term 6

Homework 1 - Leamnthe keywords below for a mini test. You could read through the
words, write them out, create a match up activity or get someone to test you.

Keyword

Definition

Euphotic zone

Top layer of the ocean.

Dysphotic zone

Middle layer of the ocean.

Aphotic zone

Deepest layer of the ocean.

Marine Biology

Marine biology is the study of organisms and ecosystems in the oceans and other
saltwater environments.

Coral reef

A coral reef is a living organism. The Great Barrier Reef consists of about 3,000
individual reefs of coral, and the biodiversity they contain is remarkable.

Coral bleaching

Coral bleaching happens when the temperature of water rises and there is more
sunlight hitting the reefs. The conditions cause the algae that corals depend on for
food and color to die out. This causes the coral to whiten, or bleach.

Great Pacific
Garbage Patch

It is a collection of marine debris in the North Pacific Ocean.

Mangroves

a tree or shrub which grows in tidal, tropical, coastal swamps.

Homework 2 — Complete the guided reading activity below.
You may wish to write your answers out on paper, so you have more space.

Homework 3 — Engagement Activity
Watch Episode 1 of Blue Planet Il — One Ocean
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GEWWIC Coral reefs

Coral organisms, called polyps, can kve on their own, but are primarily associated with the spectacularly
diverse imestone communities, or reefs, they construct.

Pobps, Colonies, and Reefs Coral polyps are tiny, soft-bodied organisms related to sea anemones and
jellyfizh. At their basze is a hard, protective limestone skeleton called a calicle, which forms the strocture of
coral reefs, Feefs begin when a polyp attaches itzelf to a rock on the zea floor, then divides, or buds, into
thousands of clones. The polyp calicles connect to one another, creating a colony that acts a= a single organism.,
Az colonies grow over hbundreds and thousands of vears, they join with other colondes and become reefs. Some
of the coral reefs on the planet today began growing over 50 million years ago.

I Color and Bleaching Coral polyps are actually franslucent animals. Feefs get their wild hues from the

billions of colorful zooxanthellae (Z0OH-oh-ZAMN-thell-ee) algae they host, When stressed by such things as
temperature change or pollution, corals will evict their boarders, cansing coral bleaching that can kill the
colony if the stress is not mitigated.

Feeding Corals live in tropical waters throughout the world, senerally close to the surface where the sun's

= rays can reach the algae. While corals get most of their notrients from the byproducts of the algae’s

photosynthesis, they also have barbed, venomous tentacles they can stick out, nsually at might, to grab
zooplankton and even small fizh,

Threats to Survival Coral reefs teem with life, covering less than one percent of the ccean floor, buat
supporting about =25 percent of all marine creatures. However, threats to their existence abound, and scientists
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“" estimate that human factors—such as pollution, global warming, and sedimentation—are threatening large

swaths of the world's reefs.
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