
Year 11 History Revision – Paper 2 Cold War

Complete the History revision tasks and use the resources from your 
TEAMS file

Each task will have instructions and support for completing and will 
have suggested timings.

Completion of these tasks will boost your knowledge and 
understanding.



Cold War Topic 1: Early tensions between the east and west .

For your topic 1 Cold War revision complete 
the Lotus Grid. The grid is broken down into 
the 8 key areas, in each box you then need to 
add specific information. 

Attached is an example showing how to fill in 
the grid. You need to aim for as much 
information as possible. 

In order to complete the Lotus Grid effectively 
use your Cold War textbook, you should all 
have access to at least a PDF copy or this on 
your TEAMS section.   

On the next slide will be some page numbers 
to guide you on each area of your grid.

Here is an example of the Political Differences 
area of the grid completed. This is the required 

standard, be specific, be clear.



Cold War Topic 1: Early tensions between the east and west .

Page Numbers from Textbook:

Political Differences: p9-11

Conferences: p11-14

Development of the Atomic Bomb: p14-
15 

Telegrams: p15-18

Truman Doctrine/Marshall Plan: p20-24

Arms Race: p29-32

1948 Berlin Crisis: p24-28

Hungarian Uprising: p32-36

Aiming High
Answer the following questions:
1. How did the Marshall Plan increase 

tensions between USA and Soviet 
Union?

2. Why was the First Berlin Crisis 
important?

3. Analyse how the development of 
the Atomic Bomb changed the 
relationship between USA and 
Soviet Union?





The following slides also contain the basic 
information you must know. You can use 

this to help fill in your Lotus Grid.















Year 11 History Revision – Topic 2 Cold War Crisis

Complete the Doomsday clock to show the major flash points of the Cold War 1958-70 (page 
40-62 in the main book & page 11/19 in the RG)

Cuban Revolution 
& Bay of Pigs

Cuban Missile 
CrisisCzechoslovakia

When/Where:

What happened?

Consequences:

When/Where:

What happened?

Consequences:

When/Where:

What happened?

Consequences:

Exam Style Question:

"Write a narrative account of the Berlin 
crisis 1958-61" (8 marks)

You may use the following:
-Khrushchev's Berlin Ultimatum (1958)
-The Construction of the Berlin Wall (1961)

Look on 
the next slide 
for a WAGOLL



Year 11 History Revision – Topic 2 Cold War Crisis

WAGOLL

Cuban Revolution & Bay of Pigs

Cuban Missile 
CrisisCzechoslovakia

When/Where: Cuba 1959-61
What happened? Communist revolutionaries led 
by Castro overthrew the Cuban Government in 
1959 despite American support. In 1961 U.S uses 
an invasion force of Cuban exiles to try and 
remove Castro. This fails at the Bay of Pigs.
Consequences: Failed invasion panics the Cuban 
government, who look for support of the Soviet 
Union to protect them. Leading to the Cuban 
Missile Crisis.

When/Where:

What happened?

Consequences:

When/Where:

What happened?

Consequences:

Exam Style Question:

"Write a narrative account of the Berlin 
crisis 1958-61" (8 marks)

You may use the following:
-Khrushchev's Berlin Ultimatum (1958)
-The Construction of the Berlin Wall (1961)



Topic 3 – The End of the Cold War 1970-91

Activity

Complete the Seneca assignment for Topic 3 of The Cold War
Complete ALL tasks

Aim for at least 70% average



Topic 3 

Cold War History: Question Practice 



Cold War History: 

For Topic 3’s revision we are going to look at some exam questions to build our knowledge 
on how to answer the questions in our upcoming exam.

This is a very important part of your revision!

Activity

Complete the three questions on the upcoming slides. To help you 
answer the questions, use the following areas to support you:

• Cold War Revision textbook: Pages 31-40. 
• The PowerPoint Question breakdown slides

Aiming High?

Complete the upcoming questions without 
using the textbooks or your notes!



Explain two consequences (effects) of Gorbachev becoming the 
leader of the Soviet Union. 

Question 1: Explaining Consequences

A consequence is something that happens after an
earlier event, so this question is asking your to
name and explain two things that happened as a
result of Gorbachev becoming the leader of the
USSR.

The word explain requires you
to make clear with sufficient
detail how Gorbachev becoming
leader let to the consequence
you have chosen.

Make sure you explain
how the Berlin crisis led
to the consequence you
have chosen.



Explain two consequences (effects) of Gorbachev becoming the 
leader of the Soviet Union. 

Consequence 1 

Consequence 2 

Structure!Writing Support 

Point – One consequence of the Gorbachev becoming the leader of the Soviet 
Union was…

Evidence – Evidence to support this is…

Explain – This consequence was good/bad for the Soviet Union because…

Textbook Pages

Textbook: 81-85.
Revision Guide: 27-30. 



Write a narrative (story) analysing key events of the invasion of 
Afghanistan, 1979. 

Question 2: Writing a Narrative

This means you are required to produce a structured
account explaining how an event happened.

Your narrative needs to stay focused on
answering the question. You may
remember lots of detail about the Soviet
invasion of Afghanistan but you need to
include this in a structured account that
answers the question.

Structured Account = Start, 
Middle and End!



Start

Middle

Structure!
Writing Support 

Start – The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan led to …

This caused…

Middle – Soviet relations with the US to get worse…

As a result…

End – The US responded by…

Write a narrative (story) analysing key events of the invasion of 
Afghanistan, 1979. 

End

Textbook Pages

Textbook: 74-77.
Revision Guide: 24-25.



Explain the importance of Detente for the relations between 
the USSR and the USA

Question 2: Writing a Narrative

This question asks you to look at why an event is
important. You need to write about the
importance of Détente. Don’t just describe what
happened.

You are looking at how significant Détente
was in the development of Cold War. Did it
increase or reduce tensions?

YOU MUST ALWAYS 

Explain how your point relates to the 
question! Also make sure you back your 

arguments with good relevant detail. 



Importance 1 

Importance 2 

Structure!Writing Support 

Point – One importance of Détente for the relations between the USSR and US 
was…

Evidence – Evidence to support this is…

Explain – This was important towards improving Cold War relations because…

Explain the importance of Detente for the relations between the 
USSR and the USA

Textbook Pages

Textbook: 67-72
Revision Guide: 20. 


