
Why 

go to 

university?



What is Higher Education?

• University \ College

• Post A Level

• 3 or 4 years

• Degrees – single \ joint

(BA, BSc, Masters)

• HND (2 year vocational)

• Foundation Courses



Why enter higher education?

Opportunities whilst studying

• Necessary for chosen career

• Chance to study a subject you are passionate 
about.

• Achieve a qualification that will lead to a career.

• Opportunities to build your CV

• Gain confidence, independence, and important 
transferable skills that will widen your prospects.

• Make lifelong friends.



With a degree…

• The opportunity to follow your 
chosen career path and progress 
more easily. 

• Better job prospects; many 
employers target graduates.

• Higher earning potential – 35% 
above the national average. 
Average starting salary, £22k.



Financial Issues

Tuition Fees – currently £9000, can move up to 
£9250

You do not need to have this money upfront –
they are mostly paid by loan, and the money 
goes direct from the SLC to the university.



Maintenance Loans

• These are to cover living costs, and are 
dependent on household income.  

• Don’t forget bursaries and scholarships!







The role of 
UCAS

UCAS processes applications for 
full-time courses at higher 
education providers in the UK.

We guide students through the whole process, providing 
valuable information and supporting services for advisers, 
applicants and their parents.



Spoilt for choice

•How many courses 

can you choose from 

in the UK?



Spoilt for choice

•How many 

undergraduate 

courses can you 

choose from in the 

UK?

• Over 37,000



The shortlist

•How many choices are 

you allowed on your 

UCAS form?



The shortlist
• How many choices are 

you allowed on your 

UCAS form?

Just 5!



Exploring what is right for you

The 4 C’s

• Career

• Course

• Campus (Lancaster, 

Essex, Warwick)

• City (Sheffield, 

Manchester)



Choosing your course
Things to consider:

• Qualification type

• Length of course

• Course structure

• Assessment styles

• Entry requirements

• Professional accreditations

• Work placements – sandwich year

•Finance – course fees



Location, location, location

Things to consider:

• Distance from home

• Transport links

• Number of sites

• Rural or urban campus

• Cost of living

• Facilities

• City attractions

•Availability of financial support

•Accommodation



How and where to research

• www.ucas.com 

• Entry profiles

• Prospectuses & websites

• Open days

• Pay attention to typical 

offers



Your son or daughter can use the UCAS search tool

search.ucas.com

Researching courses



Visit, visit, visit …



ucas.com/virtual tours



What your son/daughter should 

be doing now?

• Research

• Work experience

• Go beyond the syllabus

• Focus on this year’s 

studies



Conclusion

• Do your research – START 

TOMORROW!

• Discuss the debt

• Make the right choice for you

• Employability

• Best years of your life!


