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Mrs M Gabbi, Principal 

 
 

Mrs Gabbi has been teaching for over 20 years and has an overwhelming 
passion for improving the life chances of young people.  She is committed to 
ensuring that the children at Montsaye have a good quality of education and 
leave the academy with the best start in life.  
 

Mrs J Moore, Chair

 
 

Jill Moore has been Chair of the School Improvement Board since January 2017 
for Montsaye academy.  She has been a director of the MCLP trust since its 
formation in 2013 and was chair between September 2015 and February 2017. 

Jill has taught Science, Physics and Chemistry throughout the secondary age 
range at a number of schools after working as a Research Assistant for ICI 
paints division.  

During her teaching career, Jill held a number of posts including Head of 
Science and Senior Leader (Curriculum). She then went on to be a Local 
Authority Senior Science Adviser and an Attached Inspector for a cluster of 
schools. In this role, Jill provided advice and support for both primary and 
secondary schools, as well as running county training for the improvement of 
teaching.  During this time, she trained to be an Ofsted Inspector for both 
primary and secondary schools, and later gained a warrant as a Registered 
Inspector. 

Jill then joined the Science National Strategies providing training for local 
authority consultants and their strategy managers. Whilst retaining a 
responsibility for aspects of the Science National Programme she became a 
Senior Regional Director for the SE area leading on school improvement. This 
included working closely with local authority advisory teams and school 
leaders. 

Mrs J Edwards 

 

Julie Edwards has been a member of Montsaye Academy School Improvement 
Board since September 2017. 

After a career in schools spanning 25 years, including posts as head of year, 
science subject leader and a member of SLT, Julie joined Northamptonshire 
Inspection and Advisory Service (NIAS) and became County Adviser for Science. 
In this role, she led the science team, advising on specialist science teaching 
and learning for 4-19 year olds and worked in whole school improvement, both 
in a number of Local Authorities.  

Julie became an Ofsted inspector for science and ICT.  She later retrained to be 
able to inspect under the new frameworks and worked as an Additional 
Inspector for both primary and secondary inspections until the summer of 
2015. 

Julie went on to join the National Strategies as a Regional Adviser, specialising 
in science, working with many different schools, settings and Local Authorities, 
mainly in the South West of England, in different situations and with diverse 
needs. 



Mr J Gardiner

 
 

Jonathan worked in Education for 39 years as a class teacher including 
Havelock Junior from 1976 to 1990 and the last 25 years as a Head Teacher in 
Primary Schools.  The whole child has always been important to him and not 
just their academic potential. He has been married for 33 years and has two 
adult children, one of whom attended Montsaye.  Jonathan is Secretary of a 
Local Charity in Desborough, where he has lived, all his life. 

Jonathan was Chairman of the Northamptonshire Standing Advisory Council for 
Religious Education for many years and contributed to the last 3 revisions of 
the RE Agreed Syllabus. He was also Chairman of the Northants Primary Heads’ 
County Advisory Group and a member of the Peterborough Diocesan Board of 
Education, as well as an active member of Kettering Primary Heads Group for 
25 years. He was also an Ofsted Inspector. Jonathan retired in 2015 and joined 
the Governing Body of Malcolm Arnold Academy in Northampton, where he is 
Chairman and he joined Montsaye Governing Body in November 2016. 

Jonathan wishes to see that Montsaye becomes the school of parental choice 
in Desborough, Rothwell and the villages. Montsaye is well on its journey 
towards “Good” and the next aim, will be to progress towards “Outstanding”. It 
is what our local students deserve.   

Mrs J Woods 

 

Joanne Woods has been a School governor at Montsaye since January 2015 and 
a member of the School Improvement Board since January 2017.  

Joanne has a BA (Hons) in History and Politics, a Postgraduate Diploma in 
Careers Guidance and is a member of the Career Development Institute.  

For 30 years she has worked in the field of careers guidance providing 
independent and impartial advice and information to students aged 13-19 
across a number of secondary schools in Northamptonshire. Whilst working as 
the Lead for CE/IAG she has been a KS4 and a sixth form mentor. She has also 
run training courses for schools and both trained and mentored careers 
advisers. She has used this experience to undertake a child welfare role for a 
number of local voluntary organisations.           

 


