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  Acquiring Developing Securing Consolidating Extending 
P

ER
FO

R
M

IN
G

 

A
cc

u
ra

cy
 

- Can perform 

simple pieces 

with reasonable 

accuracy of pitch, 

intonation and 

rhythm 

-Can perform simple 

pieces with accuracy 

of pitch, intonation 

and rhythm. 

-Can perform more 

difficult pieces with 

accuracy of pitch, 

intonation and 

rhythm. 

-Performs more 

difficult pieces with 

good accuracy of 

pitch, intonation and 

rhythm 

- Performs more difficult pieces with 

secure accuracy of pitch, intonation and 

rhythm. (Grade 1 

Te
ch

n
ic

al
 

-Can perform 

simple pieces in a 

way that 

demonstrates 

reasonable 

technical ability in 

tone, dexterity 

and control. 

-Can perform simple 

pieces in a way that 

demonstrates 

technical ability in 

tone, dexterity and 

control 

-Performs more 

difficult pieces in a 

way that 

demonstrates SOME 

technical ability in 

tone, dexterity and 

control. 

Performs more 

difficult pieces with 

good technical ability 

in tone, dexterity and 

control. 

-Performs more difficult pieces with secure 

technical ability in tone, dexterity and 

control.  

M
u

si
ca

lit
y 

-Can follow SOME 

basic dynamics 

for simple pieces. 

 

-Follows the dynamics 

/ articulation for 

simple pieces.  

 

-Follows SOME of the 

dynamics / 

articulation for more 

difficult pieces.  

 

Accurately follows the 

expressive directions 

of a composer for 

more difficult pieces. 

 

-Can sensitively follow the expressive 

directions of a composer for more difficult 

pieces. (Grade 1) 

Ex
p

re
ss

io
n

 

Performs with 

SOME sense of 

artistic 

interpretation 

and idiomatic 

style suitable for 

simple pieces. 

Performs with an 

appropriate sense of 

idiomatic style 

suitable for simple 

pieces. 

 

Performs with SOME 

sense of idiomatic 

style suitable for more 

difficult pieces. 

Performs with an 

appropriate sense of 

interpretation and 

idiomatic style 

suitable for more 

difficult pieces.  

Performs with an imaginative sense of 

interpretation and idiomatic style. (Grade 

1) 



C
O

M
P

O
SI

T
IO

N
 

P
h

ra
se

 &
 M

e
lo

d
y 

-Can create 

melodic phrases 

that have a sense 

of shape (arch, 

balanced, 

question and 

answer). 

-Can create melodic 

phrases according to 

an intended shape. 

-Can create coherent 

melodic phrases 

according to an 

intended shape. 

-Can create successful 

and memorable 

melodic phrases 

according to an 

intended shape. 

-Can create imaginative and memorable 

melodic phrases according to an intended 

shape. 

H
ar

m
o

n
y 

-Can create a 

simple 

accompaniment 

for a melody; 

drone, ostinato or 

repeating 

semibreve. 

 

-Can compose a more 

complex accompan- 

iment for a melodic 

part with sense of key; 

eg. Simple bass line or 

block chord sequence.  

 

-Can compose a more 

complex accompan- 

iment with sense of 

harmonic develop- 

ment within a key that 

successfully frames a 

melodic part. 

 

-Can compose an 

interesting accompan- 

iment with sense of 

movement and 

harmonic develop- 

ment within a key that 

successfully frames a 

melodic part. 

-Can compose a harmonically interesting 

accompaniment that has a sense of motion 

and development whilst complementing a 

melodic part in a more difficult key. 

R
h

yt
h

m
 &

 T
em

p
o

 -Can use simple 

rhythms, keeping 

good time. 

 

-Uses a variety of 

rhythmic variations to 

achieve intended 

effects (eg: 

semiquavers to create 

a sense of pace.) 

-Uses more complex 

rhythms and 

appropriate tempi 

changes. 

 

-Can successfully use 

more complex 

rhythmic durations, 

appropriate tempi and 

changes in tempi for 

an intended effect. 

-Can imaginatively exploit more complex 

rhythmic durations, time signatures, 

appropriate tempi and changes in tempi. 

D
ev

el
o

p
m

en
t 

&
 

St
ru

ct
u

re
 

- Can compose 

pieces that have a 

simple sense of 

organisation and 

structure. 

 

-Can compose pieces 

that use a simple 

recognised structure 

or framework. 

-Can use repetition, 

development & 

contrast effectively to 

produce a simple, 

recognisable structure 

-Uses simple methods 

of development to 

produce successful 

compositions with a 

strong structural 

framework. (eg: 

repeat markers.) 

-Uses a variety of methods of development 

to produce a successful & strong structure. 

(eg: Rondo/Ternary/2nd time bar.) 



LI
ST

EN
IN

G
 &

 M
U

SI
C

IA
N

SH
IP

 

U
n

d
er

st
an

d
in

g 

-Can describe the 

musical elements 

and identify some 

common 

instruments. 

 

-Can accurately 

describe basic musical 

elements in full 

sentences. 

 

-Can define more 

advanced musical 

terms (eg: legato, 

staccato, forte, piano). 

 

-Can provide accurate 

and concise definitions 

of musical terms to 

describe playing 

technique or genre eg; 

(pizzicato, arco, riff, 

pedalling.) 

 

-Uses wide ranging musical vocabulary and, 

with reference to music theory, can discuss 

musical features/devices with a good 

degree of accuracy. (Grade 1 Theory.) 

 

Id
en

ti
fi

ca
ti

o
n

 

-Can accurately 

identify simple 

musical changes 

(up/down, 

louder/quieter.) 

-Can identify more 

complex musical 

changes (note 

duration/melodic 

shape) and identify 

basic musical genres 

and their features. 

-Identify more 

complex musical 

features with some 

degree of accuracy. 

 

-Can accurately 

identify more complex 

musical features 

(ostinato, bass line, 

major or minor 

tonality.) 

-Can accurately identify less common 

musical genres and their features. 

N
o

ta
ti

o
n

 

-Can use basic 

musical symbols 

to notate simple 

ideas onto 

manuscript 

(crotchets 

between C and C) 

-Can use an 

understanding of 

simple rhythmic 

durations and melody 

shape to notate or 

transcribe musical 

ideas. 

-Can transcribe simple 

melodic and rhythmic 

parts with some 

accuracy (mostly 

crotchet/quaver 

movement, scalic 

movement, small 

intervalic leaps) 

-Can transcribe simple 

melodic and rhythmic 

parts accurately. 

-Can transcribe more complex melodic and 

rhythmic parts with a good degree of 

accuracy (more complex note durations, 

arpeggios and larger leaps) 

A
n

al
ys

is
 

-Can use 

appropriate 

adjectives to 

describe the 

mood or 

atmosphere of 

musical pieces. 

-Can use adjectives to 

describe musical 

features and can 

describe some basic 

effects on the listener. 

-Can use adjectives to 

describe musical 

features and can 

explain their effects 

on the listener 

-Can use my 

imagination to 

describe how musical 

features might express 

qualities such as 

character, place and 

emotion. 

-Can use my imagination to explain and 

justify how musical features might express 

qualities such as character, place and 

emotion. 

 



Term 1 Morning Music Assessment                                                                      Term 2 Stand By Me Assessment 

  



 

Term 3 Ensemble Performance Assessment 

             


