
Year 11 Information Evening

Monday 7th November



An Overview
Mocks, Revision, Homework, Reports and Wellbeing

Miss Pickering – Progress Leader Year 11
Mr Baria – Senior Vice Principal – SLT link for Year 11



Trial Exams
21st November – 2nd December: Trial Exams

• 100% attendance is vital during this period

• Students have received personalised timetables

• Overall timetable has been shared with parents in a letter

• Subject teachers will give advice on what topics to revise and what to 
expect in each practice exam.



GCSE Summer Examinations
GCSE exams start officially on 

Monday May 15th.

Most exams will be completed in a 
four-week period with a half term 

break in the middle.

Exams should be completed by 
Wednesday 21st June



How to support your child’s revision

Support them in planning.

We teach students how to write a plan for use at home, and you can support this. 
This plan needs to be:

- Realistic - students will have had full days at school, and they need to not try to do 
too much in any night.

- Varied - 20 minutes on three subjects is much more useful than an hour on one

- Planned Teachers will share a general revision plan and students should organise 
their revision timetable around this.

- Visible Make sure a copy of the revision timetable is somewhere where everyone 
can see it.

- Flexible No panicking if a day gets missed, just carry on.



How to support your child’s revision

Ensure they have the right conditions.

To revise effectively, they need to be away from 
distractions, and be staying healthy and fit.

• Ensure no phones or screen are accessible 
whilst revising.

• A good healthy meal in the evening, and 
sensible bedtimes.

• Some activity (preferably physical) that is 
nothing to do with school as a break and 
reward.



How to support your child’s revision
• Encourage the right techniques. There are good 

ways and bad ways of revising. These apply to 
pretty much everybody.

• Good ways include flashcards, mind-maps 
(without the notes) practice questions, verbal 
summarising and trying to teach someone else

• Bad ways include lots of note taking, reading large 
amounts of the text book, and highlighting 
passages.



How to support your child’s revision
Test them.

Even if you have no knowledge of the subject, there are ways 
of helping without this being too onerous for yourself or your 
child. 

For example:

• Ask them to summarise what they have done that day. 
This act of summarising will actually help them to learn it 
better, as they are having to recall the information.

• If they are writing flashcards, you can use those to quiz 
them.

• If they are using a revision guide, these often have 
questions you could use.



How to see your child’s homework



Reports

• Progress Report after Christmas

This will contain projected grades, working 
at grades (based on trial exams/class 
assessments) and attitude to learning 
indicators for each subject.

• You are welcome to contact teachers or 
form tutors if you have specific concerns 
at this stage.



The Importance of Wellbeing



Top Tips to Support at Home

1. Support the wellbeing tips

2. Provide the resources & environment

3. Monitor & motivate

4. Follow the 80-20 rule

5. Reward them

6. Spot the stressors

7. Speak to school if you have worries



The Road Ahead
• 21st November – Trial Exam Fortnight

• 9th January – Year 11 Reports

• 12th January – Year 11 Parents’ Evening

• January – Live exams for certain subjects

• February half term – Post-16 application deadline

• Date TBC (April) – French Speaking Exams

• 15th May – Summer Exams Begin

• 21st June – Summer Exams End

• Date TBC (July) – Prom

• 24th August – Results Day



GCSE English
Mr Sloper

Miss Matthews



Literature Paper 1 – 105 minutes – 40%

Study of 2 texts:
- 19th Century (A Christmas Carol)
- Shakespeare (Macbeth) 

Language Paper 1 – 105 minutes – 50%

Section A – 4 questions on an unseen fiction 
extract
Section B – creative writing task

Literature Paper 2 – 135 minutes – 60%

Study of 2 texts and study for unseen poetry:
- Modern Drama: An Inspector Calls
- Anthology Poetry: Power and Conflict
- Unseen poetry comparison

Language Paper 2 – 105 minutes – 50%

Section A – 4 questions on two unseen non 
fiction extracts
Section B – transactional writing task

GCSE English Overview



Literature Paper 2
Wednesday 23rd November @ 9am

Study of 2 texts and study for unseen poetry:
- Modern Drama: An Inspector Calls
- Anthology Poetry: Power and Conflict
- Unseen poetry comparison

Language Paper 2
Monday 21st November @ 9am

Section A – 4 questions on two unseen non 
fiction extracts
Section B – transactional writing task

English: November Mocks















• Creating flash cards on topics to run low-stakes revision quizzes – you 
could link these to your areas of development from your retrieval 
practice

• Revising exam processes: Map out the skills for answering specific 
questions using Dual Coding (images that represent stages of an exam 
answer)

• Example answer writing: Using practice study questions (available 
readily on the internet or in specific revision guides)  There really is no 
substitute for practice!

Other Useful Revision Activities



‘But you can’t revise for English’



‘But you can’t revise for English’



GCSE Maths
Mr Sipple
Mrs Ellis



GCSE Maths

• Introduction to GCSE format and grades
• Where are year 11 currently?
• What we will be doing?
• How can you help? 
• What can the students do?
• Resources



Examination
• Pupils will sit either Higher or Foundation papers in 

the summer
• Three papers, 1 hour 30 minutes each.

Paper 1 : Non Calc Paper 2 and 3 : Calculator
• The same topics can appear on all three assessments
• There are fewer marks at the lower grades and more 

marks at the higher grades at both Foundation & 
Higher tier

• Pupils will be required to remember more formulae
• More emphasis on problem solving



Number
25%

Ratio, 
Proportion 
& Rates of 

Change
25%

Algebra
20%

Geometry 
& 

Measures
15%

Statistics & 
Probability

15%

Foundation Content

It is worth noting that there 
is a ±3% tolerance for each 

domain area.
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Change
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Higher Content







The Grades

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

D C C/B B A A* A* +

Higher Tier

Foundation Tier

1 2 3 4 5

G/F F/E D C C/B

A grade 4 is a pass
A grade 5 is a good pass



The Grades



Current Position

Students will finish content by Jan/Feb of Year 11

Lessons will then focus on revision



How can you help?

• Encourage regular revision
• Ensure homework is being completed
• Familiarise yourself with online resources
• Communicate with teachers of  Year 11 Mathematics
• Download the Brilliant app and encourage your child to do the same.



What can the students do?

• Complete homework
• Start revising – Little and Often
• Try in every Assessment
• Participate in every lesson
• Best behavior in ALL lessons
• Attend school (≥ 97%)
• Talk to their teacher/tutor
• After school revision every other Wednesday



What can the students do?



Revision Guides and Workbooks

For Year 11



GCSE Combined Science (Trilogy)
or

GCSE Biology, Chemistry, Physics
(Three Single Sciences)

Mrs Sutliff



Overview of Grades

Combined Science is 2 GCSEs. Students will 
achieve two consecutive grades on 99 – 11 scale              

eg. 66, 65,55 etc. 

Single Scientists will gain one grade for each 
separate GCSE on the 9 – 1 scale for Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics



Congratulations to our students 2022

Trilogy Combined Science:
• Armaan Farooqui (99)

• Erin Blackwell (88)

• Gracie Long (87)

• Chloe Murphy (87)

Biology, Chemistry & Physics
• Keeley McCahill-Brown (Biology 9, Chemistry 9, Physics 9)

• Paige Duffy (Biology 8, Chemistry 9, Physics 8)

• Jack Jelly (Biology 8, Chemistry 9, Physics 8), 

• Sophie Beverley (Biology 8, Chemistry 8, Physics 8)



Maximising Success in Science
The Content

Biology 1 Cell biology, Organisation, Infection and Response, Bioenergetics

Biology 2  Homeostasis, Inheritance, Variation and Evolution, Ecology

Chemistry 1 Atomic Structure and the Periodic Table, Bonding, Structure and 
Properties of Matter, Quantitative Chemistry, Chemical Changes, Energy Changes

Chemistry 2 Rate and Extent of Chemical Change, Organic Chemistry, Chemical 
Analysis, Chemical Analysis, Chemistry of the Atmosphere, Using Resources

Physics 1 Energy, Electricity, Particle Model of Matter, Atomic Structure

Physics 2 Forces, Waves, Magnetism and Electromagnetism



Maximising Success in Science
Review

• Regular short assessments to review content learned in year 9….
• Back to the future questions
• 5 in 5 starter
• Weekly homework set on G4S
• Exam questions

• Focus on key content

• Vocabulary and definitions

• Skills:   Working Scientifically including Required practical experiments

• Numeracy

• Extended Writing



Maximising Success in Science
Preparation

Revision guides for AQA Science, Biology, Chemistry and Physics . 

eg CGP

Websites: 

www.aqa.org.uk, BBC Bitesize, GCSE pod, SAM learning, 

YouTube (Free Science Lessons) & Required Practicals, www.senecalearning.com

Other Texts: CGP Essential Maths Skills, CGP 10 minute tests, 

AQA GCSE (9-1) Grade 5 or Grade 8/9 Booster Workbooks

GCSE Specification: www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse

http://www.aqa.org.uk/
http://www.senecalearning.com/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse


Maximising Success in Science
Apparatus

Casio Scientific 
Calculator:
FX-83GTX or 
FX-85GTX

Available in the LRC    

Fully equipped pencil case with pens (including black & green), sharp pencils, ruler 
– a highlighter is also useful to help identify command words and aid interpretation of questions



Maximising success in Science
At Home

Just talk about science…

What have your children been doing at school

Can they explain the theory that they’ve been learning?

Can they recall key words?

Are they completing their HW?

Are they making progress eg. in BTTF assessments?

Are they staying for revision on Thursday after school?

Any opportunities to discuss everyday science eg. Safety in car, speed limits, heathy eating & cooking, formulations 
eg. Bubble bath, electrical safety & reading the meter & looking at bills, solving problems and experimenting.

Do students have a quiet place where they can focus without distraction eg. leave phone elsewhere? Remember 
that students can use the library before & after school. 



Montsaye Sixth Form 



100% of our students 
who wanted to go to 
university, got a place

Our average grade for A level 
was B, the highest in 
Montsaye’s history. 

54% of our 
students 

achieved only 
A* - B grades

Average grade for 
our vocational 
subjects was 

Distinction*. The 
highest grade 

available.

76% students got their 
first university choice

Russell group 
university places 
included Exeter, 
York, Sheffield, 

Nottingham and 
Warwick

One student secured a 
higher apprenticeship 

degree with Price 
Waterhouse Cooper

Another 
medicine 

student place 
was secured. 
Second year 

in a row



Dates for your Diary

Wednesday 16th November 4.30pm – 7pm
Sixth Form Open Evening – Principal’s Address, 
Sixth Form Presentation, subject talks

January/February 2023
Parents Open Morning Tours
Taster Day – Students spend the day in the centre 
and try out some of the A level subjects

Q and A with the Head Student Team

Shadow a Sixth Former

Deadline for applications: Thursday 9th February 



Entry Requirements
Three Pathways

Pathway 1 – students with six GCSE grades 7 or 
above will be able to choose four subjects

Pathway 2 – students with six GCSE at grades 5 
or above will be able to choose three subjects 
providing they meet the subject criteria

Pathway 3 – Students with six GCSE at grades 4 
and above must choose a level 3 vocational 
course

Students must pass English Language or English 
Literature and Maths at grade 4 or above. If the student 
has not passed both English and Maths, they must resit 
whilst in the sixth form until successful.

In addition to the entry criteria, some A level subjects 
have specific entry requirements that are higher than 
grade 4. More details are available on our website.

Curriculum Offer



If you have any questions or would 
like more information please speak 

to the relevant member of staff

Thank You


